
Changing download actions 

This will not affect media embedded in a web page - only links to the files themselves.  

1. At the top of the Firefox window, click on the Tools menu, and select Options....  
2. Select the Applications panel.  
3. The Applications panel will display. Select the type of file for which you want to change the default 

action. (Note that multiple entries may exist for the same file extension, one for each MIME type.) 
 

 

4. The Action column will give you a drop-down menu, with options on action to take, whenever you click 
that type of file. 
 

 



o Always ask: will prompt you to select what you want to do with file, whenever you click that 
type of file.  

o Save File: will always save the file to your computer using the Downloads window, whenever 
you click that type of file.  

o Open the file with an application or plugin of your choosing.  
5. Click OK to close the Options window after making changes.  

Adding download actions 

1. On the web, find a link to a file matching the type you want to add.  
2. Click on the file link to download it.  
3. Select how you want Firefox to handle the file:  

o Open with: Saves the file to a temporary folder and opens it in the default application for that 
file type. To select an application, click Browse... (Note: Do not choose Firefox).  

o Save file: Saves the file to the download folder (specified in the Firefox settings window).  
4. In the Opening file window, check mark Do this automatically for files like this from now on. 

 

 

5. Click OK.  

Note: The Do this automatically for files like this from now on setting may be disabled when downloading 
files from certain websites. This can happen if the website's server incorrectly specifies the content type of the 
file. It also can happen if the server assigns "Content-Disposition: attachment" to the file.  
 


